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Learning 
outcomes 

Recall research—what is the pathway between socio 
economic status and language? In children with 
hearing loss? In all children?

Discuss ways professionals behave to support 
families to feel competent  

Experience ways simple play routines with common 
house objects can help a child develop: language, 
executive function and imaginative thought

Formulate a plan for a family you support 



30% of children in UK live in poverty 
http://www.endchildpoverty.org.uk/poverty-in-your-area-2018/



In 2015, 25.2 million children and adolescents up to the age of 18 (26.9%) 
were threatened by poverty or social exclusion in the European Union. In 

the countries of Greece, Italy, Spain, and Portugal, the rates are even higher 
(33.8 %).



Children in the U.S. experience higher poverty rates than most developed 
nations. Only Greece, Mexico, Israel and Turkey 

have higher child poverty rates than the U.S.

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT



CASE STUDY

• Hussain is 2 years and 9 months

• His parents arrived in the UK 6 months ago from Italy 
(where they lived for 16 years)

• Hussain’s parents are originally from Bangladesh and speak 
Bengali

• Hussain’s dad speaks Italian, no English is spoken by the 
family members

• Hussain’s mum is not literate in any language 

• The family live in extreme poverty, food is from food banks 
and their home is on a list to be condemned 

• During CI assessment, Hussain has shown signs of ASD and 
is waiting to see paediatrician 



Would you offer 
a cochlear 
implant to this 
child?

• YES = WHY?

• NO = WHY?
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WE KNOW WHAT MAKES A DIFFERENCE 



Language outcomes for children with hearing loss 

Age of cochlear 
implantation  (Geers et 
al., 2008; Tobey et al., 
2013; Ching, 2015; 
Valimaa et al., 2017)

Bilateral cochlear 
implants (Boons et al., 

2012; Sarant et al., 
2014; Sarant et al., 

2015)

Higher non-verbal IQ 
(Tobey et al., 2013)

Oral mode of 
communication 

(Ching, 2015)

Absence of additional 
disabilities (Ching, 

2015)

Higher maternal 
education (Ching, 2015; 

Valima et al., 2017)



What makes a 
difference to ALL 

children’s language 
development?



Disparities in child outcomes are evident at 9 
months and grow larger by 24 months of 
age. These disparities exist across cognitive, 
social, behavioural, and health outcomes.

Halle, T., Forry, N., Hair, E., Perper, K., Wandner, L., Wessel, J., & Vick, J. (2009). 
Disparities in early learning and development: Lessons from the Early Childhood 
Longitudinal Study – Birth Cohort (ECLS-B). Washington, DC: Child Trends.



¾ of the 
disparity can 
be explained 
by family 
income 
Halle, T., Forry, N., Hair, E., Perper, K., 
Wandner, L., Wessel, J., & Vick, J. (2009). 
Disparities in early learning and 
development: Lessons from the Early 
Childhood Longitudinal Study – Birth Cohort 
(ECLS-B). Washington, DC: Child Trends.



SOCIAL 
ADVANTAGE



SOCIAL 
DISADVANTAGE



For children with T/H Early 
differences in language ability 
remain stable or widen over time 
Walker, D., Greenwood, C., Hart, B., & Carta, J. (1994). Prediction of school 
outcomes based on early language production and socioeconomic factors. Child 
development, 65(2), 606-621.



For children with 
T/H language 
ability in pre-school 
predicts academic 
achievement 
Einarsdóttir, J. T., Björnsdóttir, A., & Símonardóttir, I. (2016). The predictive value of 
preschool language assessments on academic achievement: a 10-year longitudinal 
study of Icelandic children. American journal of speech-language pathology, 25(1), 
67-79. https://doi.org/10.1044/2015_AJSLP-14-0184



Are children with 
hearing loss 
impacted in the 
same ways?



Social Advantage
What do we mean by resource and 

how does it make a difference?



What’s the 
pathway between 
socio economic 
status and 
language?
Pace, A., Luo, R., Hirsh-Pasek, K., & Golinkoff, R. M. 
(2017). Identifying pathways between socioeconomic 
status and language development. Annual Review of 
Linguistics, 3, 285-308. 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-linguistics-011516-
034226



What’s the pathway between 
socio economic status and language?

CHILD CHARACTERISTICS INTERACTION WITH PEOPLE 
AROUND THEM 

THE HOME AND COMMUNITY 
ENVIRONMENT 



Child characteristics 

• Physical and mental health 

• Executive functioning

• Temperament

• Socio-emotional skills

• Executive functioning  



Interactions with people around them

• Quantity of language 

• Quality of language 

• Learning opportunities 

• How we view ‘learning’ 



30 million word gap 
Hart & Risley (1995) 



30 million word gap 
Hart & Risley (1995) 

TALK TALK TALK – is not enough



30 million word gap 
(Hart & Risley,1995) 

TALK TALK TALK – is not enough

Conversational turns more important 
than number of words
(Romeo et al., 2018)



The home and community environment  

• Safe space 

• Stimulating activities 

• High quality childcare 



WORKING WITH FAMILES
What can we actually do?



How do parents think 
they gain knowledge and 
hold beliefs?
Do they feel confident 
and competent to make 
a difference?

SOCIAL 
ADVANTAGE 



A mother’s sense of 
competence
is associated with children 
with better language. 
And the use of specific 
language strategies that 
appear to enhance language 
learning in young preschool 
children with cochlear 
implants.

DesJardin, J. L., Eisenberg, L. S., & Hodapp, R. M. 
(2006). Sound beginnings: Supporting families of 
young deaf children with cochlear 
implants. Infants & Young Children, 19(3), 179-
189. 



How we think we learn and gain 
knowledge – impacts how we 
speak to and parent our children
Hutchins, T. L., Bond, L. A., Silliman, E. R., & Bryant, J. B. (2009). Maternal 
epistemological perspectives and variations in mental state talk. Journal of Speech, 
Language, and Hearing Research, 52(1), 61-80.



Our actions and words need to 
say ‘you have what it takes’



How do we say you have what it takes? 



Use resources found in every home



language songs

social 
language

theory of 
mind

executive 
function

sensory



Practical: 
let’s play



Our project!

• Video resource for professionals who work with children with 
hearing loss

• Show how to play with 4 ‘kits’ of things typically found in every 
home with a one, two and three year old.

• Play supports whole child learning (language, social language, 
theory of mind, sensory, executive functioning)

• Along with information on what’s typical at each stage 
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